Talking Points for the James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Reauthorization Act
· The James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Act is due to expire this Congress.
· The programs created by the Act, the World Trade Center Health Program and the reopened September 11th Victim Compensation Fund are critical to the care and wellbeing of thousands of injured and ill 9/11 responders and survivors. 
Health Program
· The health crisis facing 9/11 responders and survivors is not well known to Congress.
· Over 33,000 9/11 responders and survivors form the World Trade Center have an illness related to that exposure , two thirds of those have more than one. Many have multiple, chronic and disabling illnesses from the toxins at Ground Zero.
· These conditions include severe respiratory diseases, chronic sinus problems, psychological conditions such as PTSD and cancer.
· Among the responders and survivors in the program there have been over 3,900 certified 9/11 related cancers including over 950 New York City fire fighters. 
· Over 63,000 9/11 responders are receiving medical monitoring 9/11 related conditions and those that are ill are getting treatment.  This includes not only responders to the attack at the world Trade Center but to the Pentagon and the Shanksville Crash site.
· Over 7,900 responders and survivors are being provided care thru the WTC National Program which provides medical treatment and monitoring for those outside the New York Metropolitan area.
· Over 7,800 survivors have a 9/11 related injury or illness and are being treated, this includes area workers, residents and at the time students in local schools.
· 9/11 responders and survivors are in every State and in 429 out of 435 Congressional districts.
· Before the program, many injured and ill responders were not getting the proper care for their illnesses.   They were being misdiagnosed and getting the wrong medications for their illnesses.
· Health insurance policies including those available under the Affordable Care Act do not provide coverage for the medical expenses of WTC responders and are not an adequate substitute for the federal coverage for the current WTC medical programs.
· Health insurance policies for responders exclude coverage for work–related health conditions.  This is a standard exclusion that has been in place for many years and also applies to Medicare.
· The legislation would make the needed medical care and compensation permanent.  Making the programs permanent would be similar to legislation that was enacted providing medical and compensation benefits for workers at our nuclear facilities (EEOICPA).  

· The City of New York would continue to contribute a 10 percent matching cost share of all the costs of the World Trade Center Health Program.
· Everyone talks about “Never Forgetting 9/11” but it seems that Washington seems to forget.  Without specialized care provided by the World Trade Center Health Program 9/11 responders and survivors will die.
The September 11th Victim Compensation Fund
· The James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Act, reopened the September 11th Victim Compensation Fund (VCF) in order to provide compensation to the thousands of injured and ill 9/11 responders and survivors from across the country who have become ill from the toxins at Ground Zero.  
· The original VCF was closed by Congress in 2003, just at the beginning of the realization of the full extent of the health crisis facing tens of thousands of 9/11 responders and survivors. 
· While the first VCF was very effective at compensating those that lost loved ones on 9/11 and those with who suffered immediate injuries sustained that day and the days that followed, it closed too early to be available to deal with the  thousands who have become ill, who are disabled  and many destitute because of their injuries.
· Currently, the fund is scheduled to close on October 3rd 2016, leaving any responder or survivor who contracts cancer after that unable to seek compensation, basically out of luck.
·  The Federal Government did not communicate the truth when it said that the air was safe. As a result, thousands have gotten ill and many have died.
· Congress limited the airlines from being held responsible.
· We know that the workers compensation process and the courts will not work for those injured seeking compensation for illnesses caused by toxins at Ground Zero.
· To date, the reopened Fund has determined 10,549 claimants were made ill by 9/11 and its aftermath and has determined that there should be compensation 4,415 injured and ill 9/11 responders and survivors for over a billion dollars in compensation. 
· There are thousands more that have illnesses and need to be made economically whole
· More are expected in the coming years due to the delayed onset of cancer from 9/11 exposure.  But without legislation and sufficient funding, 9/11 injured responders will face having their compensation reduced by perhaps 50% and those who are diagnosed with cancer in future years would have NO compensation.
· Many of the responders and survivors have chronic WTC-related illnesses requiring long term care.
· Many will develop of illnesses especially cancers due to 9/11 exposures for years to come, without legislation to keep the VCF open, the country will in fact be forgetting the heroes and heroines of 9/11.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Without fully funding and extending the September 11 Victim Compensation Fund, thousands of heroes and survivors who are expecting help will find that Washington has forgotten them.
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